amidst the sombre columns of the Ath. It seems a far cry Max on from here to the Ath.; to Ramsay MacD., and D. S. MacC. MacDonal e tutti quanti. How famous MacD. has become! I have a flair in such matters, and I felt, when first Florence and I met him at your house (less than a year ago) that he was somehow destined to go far, though he was at that time a mere obscure leader of the Opposition—his very name unknown to all but a few readers of Parliamentary debates: shy, ingenuous, innocent; anxious to make a favourable impression, but loth to thrust himself forward: blushing, stammering, pathetically grateful for a kind word or -look. And now! Do you remember, by the way, that when you and he and I were lunching together at the Ath., you asked him how his tour through Lancashire had gone, and he answered, 1 was afraid.' 'Of what?' you asked. 'Well,9 he said, 'the enthusiasm was so great that/ etc. We were moved by this high sense of unworthiness and these noble doubts, But it afterwards occurred to me that what he really had been afraid of was that the Socialist party might be going to sweep the country. Had this happened, he would, of course, have been compelled by his wild men to try and wreck the country; and this he wouldn't have at all liked. However, all's well. He's on clover, and likely to stay there for a goodish time.
For Ramsay MacDonald, Max felt, as a matter of fact, a warm admiration. By no means sharing the socialistic views of some of his contemporaries, he admired MacDonald for what he considered his good sense and public spirit.
Max was also an admirer of Galsworthy, of his novels especially, not then or now approved of by the intellectuals. (His plays he thought too tendential. 'Galsworthy has sold his birthright for a pot of message!3 he said of these.) *I thought Galsworthy's O.M. was exactly right,' he wrote. 'Neither Shaw nor Wells, the only other two men worthy, would have been suitable. Wells is a Republican and wouldn't have accepted the gaud, Shaw is really too irresponsible in his public utterances, and seems to grow more
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